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management decisions that all impact and interrelate to each other. Our goal must be to best use the resources
we have to achieve the best net returns. We do that by reducing costs, improving yield and quality (price). We
must manage risk when we have the opportunity and put in place systems that are sustainable over a long period
of time. While our farming operations have survived on improved efficiencies through technological
improvements, in our particular short season environment there is a limit to how far we can go.  If we are to
move to the next level, we need to be looking seriously at those opportunities that let us work with Mother
Nature instead of just trying to conquer it. Winter wheat provides a whole new bag of options and opportunities
that we otherwise wouldn’t have.  If as producers we can understand that then we can move beyond focusing
on the negatives and put in place a plan that ultimately rewards the whole farm.

Winter Wheat in Traditional Areas
Gary Stanford, Past Chairman of AWWPC

I plan well in advance of seeding winter wheat on my farm. I need spring crops seeded early and shorter
seasoned ones like barley or peas. Seeding of winter wheat is best done before middle of September so you need
your equipment ready to go.

I always treat my seed for bunt and put down some phosphate and nitrogen with the seed as you want good
germination. You want to get the winter wheat to grow to the two or three leaf stage before winter sets in, as this
will develop a good crown nodule for over wintering. Good growth also means a healthier plant in the spring
for better weed competition, better yield and earlier harvest. If your crop does not look to good in the spring,
give it time or talk to one of the ag fieldmen as winter wheat stools very well and will surprise you.

Winter wheat usually doesn't need wild oat chemical as it competes well with all weeds, so a small application
of 2-4D or express pack usually takes care of the few weeds that do come. Lower input costs and higher yield
help to keep this one of my highest net income crops.

The Alberta Winter Wheat Producers Commission has worked hard with the winter wheat plant breeders to
develop more varieties of milling qualities of winter wheat and also to increase acres. With more acres of select
milling qualities planted this helps open back up our markets in Indonesia and hopefully a higher price at our
local elevator. Some of the non-milling varieties go to the local feed market as it makes excellent feed for
chickens and hogs.

Winter wheat is a good start to learning how to direct seed, increase wheat yields, and keep your cost down.

Maybe This Year I’ll Just Grow Wheat…
Ron Svanes

Southern Alberta offers a reasonable climate for crop diversification.  Low annual precipitation is a limiting
factor, along with all too frequent droughts.  To conserve moisture, our farm has practiced min-till with a variety
of pedigree grain crops, canola, pulses, and sunflowers. Other than enjoying the challenges of something new
on the farm, the primary motivation for diverse cropping is the economic return.  Since 1976, we have had
various research plots on our farm with the Lethbridge Research Center (Ag Canada) and Alberta Agriculture.
The scientists and extension people with these plots gave the encouragement and advice to try different
agronomic practices and crops.

We farm in the dark brown soil zone; our soil texture is a clay loam, a good drought tolerant soil.  We have a
relatively long frost-free period.  At an altitude of 3200 feet, our days are hot but our nights are cool.  This
prevents the growing of some warm season crops but these cool, dry nights reduce the disease pressure on




