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Significantly, wild oat and green foxtail, two of the most serious annual grass weeds, have been among the weeds that have declined
considerably from 1970 to 2000. Field densities of wild oats have declined from 18 to 9 plants/m2 while densities of green foxtail
have declined from 68 to 24 plants/m2. On the other hand, some weeds and volunteer crops appear to be on the increase. These
include volunteer canola and cereals, kochia, roundleaved mallow, cleavers, barnyardgrass, dandelion and foxtail barley. Routine
surveys of weed populations across the prairies are an important means of capturing the impact of the various weed management
technologies on the weed populations, and can raise awareness of potential shifts in weed species abundance that can impact field
crop production in the future.
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CWB MARKET OUTLOOK
Jason Newton

The year 2006 was certainly exciting to follow as commodity prices in general were strong. Wheat futures have rallied as a result of
the sum of several supply-related concerns, including a small Argentine crop (affecting 2005-06), drought in the U.S. Hard Red
Winter wheat growing regions, dryness combined with a winterkill scare in the Black Sea Region, drought in the U.S. Hard Red
Spring growing regions and finally an Australian drought. In total, world wheat production is estimated to be down over 35 million
tonnes in 2006-07 from 2005-06.

The demand story of the past year in the world wheat market is the presence of India as a major wheat importer. In the past five years,
India has transitioned from an exporter of over 5 MT to an importer of over 6 MT of wheat. 

The development of the ethanol industry in the United States a demand story that will continue to grow for the next couple of years.
U.S. corn prices rallied through the third largest U.S. corn harvest in history. The market is anticipating a tight corn supply and
demand balance for the foreseeable future. New information from the U.S. Renewable Fuels Association has estimated ethanol
capacity under construction exceeding that already in operation meaning demand for corn will continue to grow at a rapid rate as the
new builds begin production.

A reduction in North American durum production of nearly 40% was a major contributing factor to an increase in world durum
prices. Most of this reduction came in the U.S. where durum production was the lowest since 1988. This has led to reduced
competition in the export market and higher international prices. North African production rebounded in 2006-07, and received
much-needed rains in December, but the progression over the next couple of months will be important to determining 2007-08
demand.
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Barley prices have also rebounded in the past year. The malting barley market has risen as a result of supply shortages. Canadian
barley production was the lowest since 2002-03, Australian production dropped by over 5 MT and U.S. barley production was at its
lowest level since 1936. The short supply, combined with strong Chinese demand through the first half of the marketing year has
boosted world malting barley prices. The feed barley market has been strong domestically and in the export market. On the export
side, the reduction in Australian production means the exportable surplus of feed barley is minimal. The exportable surplus of feed
barley belonged to Ukraine, but a political decision to limit exports means that world supplies will continue to be tight until new
supplies are available. In Canada, the strength of the export market along with a small and good quality barley crop combined with
small new supplies of feed wheat led domestic prices higher.

Going forward, high world wheat prices through the seeding periods of much of the world’s winter wheat crops has attracted
increased seeded area. As the focus of world wheat markets turn to new crop production the supply outlook will be less tight that the
current year. Assuming trend yields, it would be expected that wheat prices will fall as spring approaches and buyers start to wait
until new crop supplies are available. 

The fact that grain and oilseed prices have risen universally over the past year means that the rally in wheat, durum and barley will
not attract increased area at the international level to the same degree as they have in the past. In the wheat market, ending stocks
will be tight at the end of the current marketing year and the market will be highly sensitive to any supply shocks. In the U.S., the
attractiveness of other crops will likely keep durum area from rebounding to the levels of a couple years ago. The job of the corn
market going forward is to buy as many acres as possible and ration demand. High corn prices will lend support for the wheat market
because of its potential as a feed substitute.

RENEWABLE ENERGY ON THE FARM
Kevin Niemi, Trochu

Energy is something that most people take for granted until it fails to be delivered to their electric meter or their furnace.  Only then
do most people realize their “addiction” to it and suddenly there’s a much higher chance of panic, stress, and irrational behavior
(especially if it’s winter) in what was otherwise a group of people we formerly considered “civilized”.  As Joni Mitchell’s song goes
“You don’t know what you’ve got ‘til its gone”.  I’d like to extend my analogy’s idea about addiction further.  When we see a crack
addict’s desperation when their supply runs out, is it much different than ourselves when something that we’re unconciously
dependent upon fails to be maintained. Would our emotional reactions go into survival mode (anxiety, fear, anger, and desperation)?

We need to have systems in place or in a standby mode so that they’re ready to be used if and when the system of obtaining our
essentials or utilities of life fail: again, shelter, heat, water, food, electricity, and/or light.  The basics of using what is in our
environment will be covered in my talk, so I will only briefly address solar and wind systems within this report because obviously,
electricity can create the light and water, as long as there’s a water well.  My priority is to inspire the reader to be aware.  We are
fortunate to be in a time when we can integrate technology with nature and provide our own power, heat, or light.

Hopefully, we can see the need for alternative energy sources, whether it be as small as spending several thousand dollars or investing
in a fully independent off-grid home.  Of course, there are more reasons than this to make use of renewable energy, but I propose
what should be most obvious and easiest to implement for the rural population: to have a back-up system. People buy insurance all
the time, so this should be easier than it seems.

The size and cost of any renewable energy system is directly related to your wants and needs.  For off grid systems, it’s very important
to understand that energy efficiency is much more important than energy generation.  For every $ invested in efficiency, you save $3-
5 in generating equipment.  Therefore, always minimize your energy needs first.  That may be through downsizing, high insulation
levels, high efficiency lighting, or whatever ingenuity fits in your situation.  

Solar panels are a simple, dependable, source of electrical generation although it takes quite a few to make decent power.  A typical
panel puts out between 75 to 170 watts at full sunlight. I believe prices are in the 7-8 dollar per rated watt range.  Their durability is
proven by their general guarantee of 20-25 years, and very likely longer.  In Alberta, for most locations and comparing them to wind
generators, solar electric panels are the most cost effective, require less maintenance, and last longer.    

Wind energy equipment may be able to put out more power, but their output is obviously sporadic and unpredictable.  Wind power
equipment works well with solar panels, because quite often when a high pressure system moves in, the air is calm and clear for
sunlight; but when it is night time, cloudy, or variable in atmospheric pressure, it is more likely that the wind turbine will be




